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Ligonier Valley Library to Launch Energy Audit and Solar Feasibility Study

Ligonier, PA-The Ligonier Valley Library is taking steps toward a more sustainable future
with plans for a building-wide energy audit and solar feasibility study to be completed later
this year. The project, made possible by a grant request to the West Penn Energy Fund, will
help the Library cut utility costs, reduce its environmental impact, and serve as a
community model for clean energy.

The Library has partnered with Envinity, Inc., an energy services company based in
Pennsylvania, to conduct the assessment. As part of the project, Envinity will review the
Library’s mechanical systems, lighting, and building operations to identify energy-saving
improvements. The team will also explore the potential for installing solar panels—a first
for downtown Ligonier.

“Public libraries are community anchors,” said Lindsay Mattock, Executive Director of the
Library. “By reducing our energy costs, we’ll be able to invest more into services and
programs for local families. And if solar is possible, we hope to inspire our neighbors to
think about renewable energy for their own homes and businesses.”

The project comes at a critical time. In recent years, the Library’s energy use has climbed
steadily due to the growing demand for digital services, public Wi-Fi, and computer
access. Between 2022 and 2024, overall utility costs rose by more than 23 percent, with
electricity expenses increasing by nearly 29 percent. These rising costs place added strain
on the Library’s budget while highlighting the need for long-term solutions.

The Library, originally constructed in 1966, has already made upgrades such as motion-
sensor lighting and programmable thermostats. However, many of these systems are now
aging. The new energy audit will help pinpoint practical next steps that both lower monthly
bills and make the building more environmentally friendly.



The auditis expected to be completed in October 2025, with findings presented to the
Library’s Board of Trustees in November. Community members can look forward to
updates as the Library shares its path forward.

About

The Ligonier Valley Library serves more than 12,000 residents in Ligonier Borough,
Ligonier Township, Laurel Mountain Borough, Cook Township, Fairfield Township, and
Bolivar Borough. In 2024, nearly 14,000 visitors came through its doors to access books,
digital resources, free Wi-Fi, public computers, and the historic collections of the
Pennsylvania Room. The Library is open six days a week and continues to be a vital
resource for learning, connection, and community growth. Visit http://ligonierlibrary.org/
for more information about the library’s resources, services, and programs.

The West Penn Energy Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit seeking transformational projects that
will support the deployment of sustainable energy technologies in a manner that will
improve the economic and environmental health of communities within the West Penn
Power service region. Our funding is focused in three broad categories:

e Deployment of sustainable and clean energy technologies;
e Deployment of energy efficiency and conservation technologies; and
e Facilitating economic development, environmental betterment, and public
education as they relate to sustainable energy deployment in the WPP service
region.
We connect people to great projects.

See what our project partners have to say about us on YouTube. Visit
http://www.westpennenergyfund.org for further information.
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