
 

 

 
 
   
West Penn Energy Fund awards grant to East Franklin Township for 
Solar PV System Project 
 
July 16, 2025 
 
KITTANNING, PA – East Franklin Township has acquired assistance through a $30,000 
grant from the West Penn Energy Fund to install an efficient, sustainable Solar PV 
System on the roof of the municipal building in Furnace Run. 
 
The West Penn Energy Fund is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit seeking transformational projects 
that will support the deployment of sustainable energy technologies in a manner that will 
improve the economic and environmental health of communities within the West Penn 
Power service region. 
 
These funds will assist the Township in purchasing the 152.22 kW DC Solar PV 
(Photovoltaic) System from Envinity, who specializes in designing, installing and 
servicing clean energy solutions for commercial solar systems. 
 
East Franklin Township will be able to provide relief from spiraling costs of electricity for 
the following areas: 
 

• Municipal Building in Furnace Run. 
• Three sewage plants. 
• Four sewage pump stations. 
• 231 Street lights throughout the township. 
• Community Pavilion and Kitchen. 
• Two stop lights, one at each shopping center. 

 
The teamwork of all three Township Supervisors: Barry Peters, Chair; Dean Hepler, Vice 
Chair; and David Stewart, Supervisor and Project Manager supports this initiative by 
promoting clean renewable energy while providing an energy source for East Franklin 
Township facilities for the next thirty years. 
 
“We, as Township Supervisors, appreciate the West Penn Emergy Fund’s investment in 
a sustainable future for our Municipality,” said Barry Peters, Chair, East Franklin 
Township Supervisors. “These funds will advance our mission of controlling costs for the 
taxpayers of East Franklin Township while promoting energy efficiency and renewable 



 

 

energy. The cost controls we initiate today will not only help control current costs, but 
within the foreseeable future. This collaboration is establishing a foundation for the 
future with West Penn Energy Fund.” 
 
Joel Morrison, Fund Administrator for the West Penn Energy Fund, said “We hope this 
project can serve as a model for other counties who are interested in supporting 
renewable solar energy, while making a significant impact on their bills and overall 
energy usage. There are many economic and environmental benefits that East Franklin 
Township will be able to share with surrounding community leaders.” 
 
East Franklin Township is located in Armstrong County along the west side of the 
Allegheny River and as of the 2020 census had a population of 3821 residents. The 
municilapity encumposes the Armstrong County Memorial Hoospital, Franklin Village 
Shopping Center, Hilltop Plaza, Armstrong County Industrial Park and everything north 
to Cowansville. The Township maintains 56.7 miles of Township roads and has a land 
mass of 31.55 square miles. The Township office and maintainence facility is located at 
106 Cherry Orchard Avenue, Kittanning, PA 16201 (Furnace Run). Information 
pertaining to the Township can be found online at www.EastFranklinTownship.com. 
 
The West Penn Energy Fund (WPEF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that invests 
in the deployment of sustainable energy technologies that benefit West Penn Power 
ratepayers in Pennsylvania. WPEF investments are focused in three broad categories: 

ü Deployment of sustainable and clean energy technologies;  
ü Deployment of energy efficiency and conservation technologies; and  
ü Facilitating economic development, environmental betterment, and public 

education as they relate to sustainable energy deployment in the WPP service 
region. 

YouTube – Listen to what our project partners have to say about us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictured with a plaque presented to West Penn Energy Fund for the generous grant are  
left to right: East Franklin Township Supervisors - Dave Stewart (Supervisor and Project Manager); Dean 
Hepler (Vice Chair - Township Supervisors); and Barry Peters (Chair, Township Supervisors).  


