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Contacts:
Sharon Pillar, Director, Pennsylvania Solar Center, 412-215-5995, or sharon@pasolarcenter.org

Barbara Robuck, West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund,
Communications (814) 865-7380 or wppsef@ems.psu.edu

Newly Established Pennsylvania Solar Center Receives Grant from West Penn Power
Sustainable Energy Fund to Provide Statewide Resources and Technical Assistance

September 5, 2018, Pittsburgh - The Pennsylvania Solar Center (PSC), a new project of The New
Sun Rising, received a $25,000 grant from West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF)
to assist with start-up activities and to provide an initial round of technical assistance to help tax-
exempt organizations go solar. New Sun Rising is the fiscal agent for the Solar Center that is
directed and managed by the Hot Earth Collaborative LLC, a Pittsburgh-based clean energy
consultancy.

The Pennsylvania Solar Center will offer online resources for anyone considering going solar as
well as technical assistance specifically to non-profit organizations. The Center will usher non-
profits through the whole solar procurement process until the solar switch is turned on, including
identifying a qualified solar installer and linking them to innovative strategies for financing.

“The rapid expansion of solar across the state is spurring an increase in the number of residents,
businesses and tax-exempt organizations who are eager to reap the benefits of clean energy,” said
Sharon Pillar, founder and director of the Pennsylvania Solar Center.” “However, the process for
going solar is often confusing, which stymies decision making. The Center will provide trusted
resources and partners that infuse confidence and increase the likelihood for success.”

According to Scott Wolovich, Executive Director of New Sun Rising, "Clean energy production is of
interest to so many of the non-profit organizations that we support. Making the move to solar creates a
triple bottom line impact which improves the health of communities, reduces organizational

expenses, and drives sustainability for the whole region."

Because non-profits have the added financing complexity of not being able to claim the tax benefits
offered to individuals and businesses for buying solar, the Center will work with various
investment models to link non-profits to financiers who have tax appetite. The first initiative -that
launches this fall- will ask non-profits in western Pennsylvania to apply for a solar feasibility study
and agree to have the project financed through a power purchase agreement (PPA) with a pre-
selected investor. A PPA is an arrangement that allows for-profit investors to place the solar array
on the non-profit roof and then pay for the solar power generated, just as they would their utility



bill. The benefits include a more predictable electricity rate at a lower rate with little or no money
down required by the non-profits.

Joel Morrison, WPPSEF Fund Administrator, stated that “The Fund is pleased that it can support
the expanded use of solar electric in Pennsylvania by supporting the Pennsylvania Solar Center
which can serve as a support hub for those considering solar deployment”.

Since 2005, New Sun Rising has empowered more than 400 community leaders, supporting
innovative organizations that create economic opportunity, solve social challenges, & strengthen
the vibrancy of place. As a nonprofit 501(c)(3) charitable organization, New Sun Rising serves as
an educator, resource provider, connector, and activator of neighborhood-scale innovation. NSR
focuses on underserved communities and how regenerative growth strategies can be utilized for
equitable development. Visit http://www.newsunrising.org for more information.

The Pennsylvania Solar Center, a project of New Sun Rising, will launch its website with the
address www.pasolarcenter.org this fall with a target release of September for the launch of the
RFP application to select non-profits to receive technical assistance to go solar. For non-profits
that wish to be added to the notification list for the RFP process, please send contact information
to info@pasolarcenter.org.

The West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund (WPPSEF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization that invests in the deployment of sustainable energy technologies that benefit West
Penn Power ratepayers in Pennsylvania. WPPSEF investments are focused in three broad
categories:

v" Deployment of sustainable and clean energy technologies;

v Deployment of energy efficiency and conservation technologies; and

v’ Facilitating economic development, environmental betterment, and public education as

they relate to sustainable energy deployment in the WPP service region.

Visit http://www.wppsef.org for further information. YouTube - Listen to what our project
partners have to say about us.
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